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We provide information, advice and guidance on student funding and other general money matters.

A guide to the financial support available to new Undergraduate students

This leaflet will explain the Government help available towards the two main costs of study, tuition fees and
living (maintenance) costs. The funding assessment process is completed by the relevant award authority. (e.g.
Student Finance England) and determines the level of Government help available for full or part-time study. This
includes tuition fee loans and loans/grants towards living costs, plus other grants to support students with a
child/adult dependant(s) or a disability.

Financial Support for Full-time UK Undergraduate Students
Students should apply to the relevant assessment authority below to determine eligibility for Government
financial support towards tuition fees and living costs.

UK - www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance
Scotland - www.saas.gov.uk/
Wales - www.studentfinancewales.co.uk

Northern Ireland - www.studentfinanceni.co.uk
European Union - www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance
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Step 1 – Apply to relevant assessment Authority
You can apply for support online from the above websites. You should contact the relevant authority
directly if you wish to complete a paper version.

Step 2 - Complete the on-line process (or application form.)
Choose whether to be financially assessed and submit information on-line (or return forms) to the
assessment authority. They will complete an assessment and decide what level of Government help you are
entitled to.

Step 3 - Receive completed notification
Your assessment authority will send you a Notification Letter detailing how and when your funding will be
paid. Please remember to sign the declaration and return this to the Student Loans Company. Loans / grants
are usually paid within 3-5 working days after you have registered at the College.

Non-UK European Union Residence
Students who are nationals of a European Union country can apply for a fee loan, but cannot receive
maintenance support (living cost loans/grants) unless they meet UK residency requirements. From 2012 EU
students are eligible for a £1,000 tuition fee discount if their assessed household income is below £25,000.

What will it cost to study at College?
The information below gives the cost, and Government help towards tuition fees and living expenses.

Tuition Fees – Costs and help available for new UK/EU students
Most undergraduate students do not have to pay any tuition fees up-front while they are studying. Instead
both UK and EU students will be able to defer payment of their tuition fees by taking out a student tuition
fee loan. The fee loan is available to all eligible students regardless of household income. If a student
chooses to borrow less than the full amount charged they are responsible to the College for paying the
difference between the amount borrowed and the tuition fee charged, half at Registration and half the
following January.

The relevant assessment authority will confirm eligibility for the tuition fee loan. The amount borrowed is
paid directly to the College by the Student Loans Company (SLC). Tuition fee loans and living cost loans (for
UK students) are currently repayable beginning  in the April  following graduation.  They attract annual
interest from the date received at a rate set annually by Parliament see:
http://www.studentloanrepayment.co.uk/portal/page?_pageid=93,6678755&_dad=portal&_schema
=PORTAL

Loan repayment starts when students are earning above the income threshold for their settlement country.
The loan is repayable at a rate of 9% of any income above the relevant threshold. E.g. The UK income
threshold is £21,000 for a 2013 starter, so a student earning £25,000 would repay
9% of £4,000 = £360 per year = £30 per month. For other country thresholds see:
http://www.slc.co.uk/services/loan-repayment.aspx

Government help available for single UK students - The exact amount of loan and grants is dependent on
means testing and determination of income by the relevant assessment authority.

The Government provides  a student funding calculator at:
www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinancecalculator and a grant calculator at: http://studentfinance-
yourfuture.direct.gov.uk/grants
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Higher  Education Maintenance Grant (HEMG) – This grant (non-repayable)  is depends on household
residual income as assessed by the relevant assessment authority. A maximum of £3,254 HEMG is available
where income is below £25,000 and a minimum of £50 is available for an income of £42,611. (If you are a
lone parent it will be called a ‘Special Support Grant’ and not count as income for benefit purposes.).

Additional Grants (non-repayable) for students with dependants or a disability Please see the
Forms and Guides 2013/14 in:
www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning/CollegeAndHigherEducation/StudentFinance/index
.htm

Childcare Grant (CCG) – For full-time students with dependent children in registered or approved childcare.
It is based on your actual childcare costs and will depend on your income and that of your dependants. A
maximum amount of £148.75 a week (85% of costs up to £175 per week) for one child and up to £255 a
week (85% of costs up to £300 a week) for two or more children will be payable.

Parents Learning Allowance (PLA) – For full-time students with children who receive the Childcare Grant or
whose dependants'  income (including  that of your husband, wife or partner) is below the relevant
threshold. A maximum of £1,508 and minimum of £50 will be payable.

Adult Dependant’s Grant (ADG) – For students who have a husband, wife, or partner or another adult
member of your family that is financially dependent. The amount depends on student income and that of
any adult dependant. A maximum of £2,642 will be payable.

Child Tax Credit (CTC) – For students with children, assessed and is payable by the Inland Revenue. To
qualify you must be aged 16 and responsible for a child aged under 16 or a child aged 16, 17, 18 who is in
full-time education. You can also check eligibility and apply on-line at: www.hmrc.gov.uk/Taxcredits/.

Disabled Students Allowance (DSA) – A non-means-tested grant (non-repayable) for undergraduate and
postgraduate students studying either a full-time or part-time (25% FTE) course, who have extra costs as a
result of their disability. Students can apply at any time before or during their course. The guide “Disabled
Students’ Allowances” is available from the Forms and Guides 2012/13 link of Direct Gov provides more
detailed information.

Allowances for full-time students (2013/14)
Non-medical helper maximum £20,520
Major items of specialist equipment £5,161
Other disability related expenditure £1,724

Allowances for part-time students (2013/14)
Non-medical helper maximum £15,390
Major items of specialist equipment £5,161
Other disability related expenditure £1,293

Other grants for specific subjects
General Social Care Council (GSCC) Bursary – The GSCC provide UK undergraduate students with a non-
means tested bursary for selected courses in Social Work. For information see:
www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/Students.aspx

4



5

The Government tuition fee loan and living cost loan added together represent the annual borrowing/debt.
Repayment starts in April following graduation at 9% of income over the UK threshold of £21,000. A student
starting on £25,000 would pay 9% x £4,000 = £360 per year or £30 per month.

State Benefits
An important aspect of entering or returning to higher education for some students is how it affects
entitlement to means-tested benefits, such  as Income Support, JSA, Housing Benefit and Council Tax
Benefit. Students are not usually eligible for means-tested benefits unless they fall into a ‘vulnerable group’.
These are predominantly single parents and disabled students. You can fall into an eligible group but not be
entitled to such benefits because you do not meet the conditions for the particular benefit (e.g. student
income is too high). Not all student income is taken into account when calculating benefit entitlement. In
2012 the following funding was not counted as income for benefit assessment purposes – HEM Grant,
Childcare Grant, PLA, DSA. For further information on which awards count as income contact the National
Benefit Helpline 0800 88 22 00. Student income that is counted for benefit purposes it is usually taken over
43 weeks. You should therefore re-apply for assessment over the summer as benefits can be subject to
change.

Council Tax
This is a property tax based on the value of the dwelling including the number and nature of its occupants.
Most full-time students do not have to pay Council Tax and will be exempt if:

living in a house occupied by full-time students
living in a house with non-students
living in a house with a resident landlord

in receipt of means-tested benefits
For further information, please contact your council tax office

Latest reviewed on: August 2017

Next review date: August 2018


